Gl g AagT j' ; jf B 358th Infantry
i s 2t on Jearned fro civilian sources, that there wai a Wpocketl! of Germans
thgig.c g? 358th area.& G=3 ordered ‘l'.ha.t’th:.s "pockeb! b captured, 3rd Bn was

& that they would have a reinforced compa.ny available for this mission, ‘Bﬁ.s
aié'mg"gﬂw REIMS, At 1010, ib. Bs Js clark,_l.p 0 with Division, broughb a

sench civilian to the ce go iﬁe the company. T
i anks were revorte area -
o vl A boundarias - FISMES (TOBB6) pomvm (1‘1697)

' It. Clarke also brought the Ammy
thence along the AISNE RIVER and .&RDEPHOFS GAHAI- to Smln, LUMY, y

- imluad.w to 1st Army.
S8 XX Corps was directed to be preparod,to move E or NE,
~ Major Falvey attempted to get german armsrto equip the FFI but was unsuccess~ -
] ﬂll Hemtiﬁed the 1st Bn of this and requested that they loan the necessary
 weagons, He also informed Bt. Col, Clarke and Lt, Ool. Bealke, CO 3rd Bn that five
. trmcks would be furnmished to transport troeps to the tpocket”y he nill also take
: -tm sglc:fions of mert.ar; and :hplgﬁgogn of cannon compam'. : R
' offered help to the o =
- sl 51?: "Gasoline agorhage acute - donservel" So ardered Lt, Cols Glarim. ,
AL 1725 “additional MP's were sent to 3rd Bn to patrol ST MASHAS,
1835 — Status of XX Corpst Tth Armd leading (out of gas) at DIEPPE, have secured
_ bridgehead over the river around VERDUN, Eth Inf is in VERDUN. 90th Div: no orders,
© mo gasl : |
sa?'L" Co back to Bn, "I" Co on way back to reg:iment at 2400,

2 Sept 194L

Still in same poait.ion.
At 0131, "I" Co closed-in, They had no enemy action. New German line reported
to be at METZ. VERDUN was heavily bombed by Germans during the nighte
: The day was spent in collecting information concerning the Allies and the enemy,
Gas maskw were ocrdu'ed to0 be worn, just in case—=—,
} 3 Sept 19!414
5till in same positione
News of the Underground activities in all the occupied countries were constant-
1y pouring in.
Patrols were cut down due to gas shortage,
At 1645, the 358th was alerted to move across the RIVER MJESE. All unlts were
notified. Time - sometime tomorrow,
1900 - Major Falvey stated move would'be to VERDUN, or further, and would be
' done by shuttling, . The move was to start at 0800.
At 2100, FFI1 reported German burning houses and taking French prisomrs in
FOUGIERS, about LO Km away,
At 2210, our information on the coming move was very vague - "Move at 0800 -

establish bridge head on the MEUSE RIVER." Division stated they did not wcpec'b to
put out the order tonight.

Div F.O. No. 29, ordered the 358th:

"CT 358 )
EI; Assemble regiment by marching, in area indicated on overlay.

2) One (1) QM truck company released to your control West of CHARNAY,
upon completion of movement of the 357th.
§3% Move CT 8 via route '"B" to viec of BRAS as division reserve,
L) Co MAM yeverts to regimental @ ntrol upon completion of relief
by elements of CT 9,

s

Acting upon the sbove order, the 358th issued the -following F.0. 19 (insert)

At 02255 the artillery fired upon a g’oup of Germans who immediately dispersed
and disappeared., At 0825, message from Corps: "Divert forces. Have troops marching
through FOUGIERS to locate enemy reported in that vie. XX Corps G-2 wﬂg

" details later.® This order was not intended for 358th.
i At 0830 Division stated "mo relief from gas shortage.“ Umta were all notiﬁecl.
B Move to 'be made on 5 September. TS : : : o
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(cr 53 repreaant.a at CT Cp fl.g location (ETAIN 50L770)e

. he Kitehen trucks move under r al control with serviee company, re- _
-_ Isani tn battalion control on arrival at new area.

S, CP GP noves following Gn Coes closes preaenh pOSi.tiom 0730, opens new
cation 1200, .
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& 5331,1-,19;41L e ‘ o mSIORL “ 356th Infantry
. < 1) - g .., b “ ; ! X =hie

e 0200, Capt Smith, 31.1;FAI-no,reporbed a smash-up involving two : 3eeps.capt. _
Shipe notified 1lst Bn and told-them to investigate, The report returned stated that

and "BE® Co jeep, 3’58th.,.-a:;d_",3!_15’ FA jeep had met head on. Of the seven passengersy

 gix were killedl It, Beard and. 1st Sgt. Foley and Cpl. Hart of our "E" Co werc among
~ those killed, Others were artillery persomnnel. W :
77" 2% 0630, Division sent a new order, H-Hour 1000. All units were notified by

~ Capte Shipe. He also ordered the Qnartering Party to the CP for 1000, ;

G At 0755, Capt Shipe gave the I & R platoon the orders. Bns were notified to

L At OBhB "mﬁsion-t)rdgeﬁéd' ‘h Assemble immediately". Capt Shipe informed all unit s

. of this order, as followss The 2nd Bn, in order %o hit IP at ST MASMAS started thei r

march at 0800, - Order of March would be 3rd Bnm, 2nd Bn 1lst Bn on foot tt‘t’.h the Reg'tl
Motor Officer in charge of ‘transportation. Necessary organic transportation to move
by bounds with the troops. Special Units were to move under direction of RIOy:. a0
At 1320, G=3 informed Lt. Col.' Clarke to be prepared to move one Bn. 3rd Bn was
chosen and gotified, Regt'l CP move to designated place abt 1530, B
At 1435, O=3 notified Lts Col. Clarke: e B T e
miove 3rd Bn to an assy area in the vic of VERDUN -tonight, Have
all kitchen trucks go back to Qi, and gas up to earry 3rd Bn to-
mobrow. Tomorrow, 3rd Bn is to move up and recommoiter on the -
left until the rest of the Reg't comes up's 5 _ i
At 1530, CP moved to ST HILAIRE LE GRANDE and opened at 1630
At 17L5, 2nd Bn closed in, : a0 s : G : -
1950, "One Bn to ride on tanks and one on 357th kitchens trucks's “Prucks will
arrive in the morning. Movement of Reg't to be at 0700, 1st Bn on tanks = 2nd Bn
on trubks. 0-3 directed 2nd Bn be supported by Arty and cross IP at 0700, Tanks wil 1
leave their area at 0030 and travel on the "01d Roman Road.! = : i -
Plans were now made for the coming move and field order No. 19 was issued dur-
ing the nights \ : ;

-

6 Sept 19hl

At 0528, it was learned that the 3rd Bn had closed-in at 0020, This informa—
tion was received from Mr, Vilmur, Ass't Maint Officers

At 0730, Germans break through at DUN! Strength unknown,
' At 2280, a new CP was opened just Fast of BARENCOURT, ILt. Grubbs, AT CO, was
 briefed on Bn positions by Lt. Col, Clarke, sO AT defences could be immediately set-up

At 1345, the dispostions of the 1st and 3rd Bns wers changed. 0-3 notified Major
Nichols at 1’155 , that we would probably attack to the NE tomorrow, An order would
come later. At 1525, the Si9th (Medium Howitzers) reported that they had observa-
tion this side of LANDRES and were in contact with the 3rd Bn. =

" 1st Bn closed-in new area &t 1530, Ab 1628, wire Was in to 2nd and 3rd Bns.

3rd Bn was paid at 1650, The G-3 stated jump-off time would be 0800 - marching and
shattling. Order to come laters

At 2020, Major Nichols informed units of the forthcoming move. fishuttle move -
0800 - move NE - 1lst Bn, 3rd Bn, 2nd Bn - 1st Bn (Mtzd) - other two Bns march. 358th
will not follow 7th Armd. They are spearheading in Sth Div area. 357th and 350th wil
move abreast. 359 in Reserve,."

L, Cols Glarke stateds "We will march on foot in advance guard formation, with
TD's along with us, Rear Bn to put out patrols to left flank, Men to be warned that
ughe picnic is overl" We will have radio contact with artillery plane. Capt Knowles
of the 3hlLth FA, will remain at head of the column. At 2240, the CP was informed that
the Reg't weuld have an extra light artillery Bn atchd. At 2400, Lt. Col, Stilwell
phoned and stateds ~ "356th will move at 0800 to fwd assembly area - then push A$ recor
niasance to MOSELLE RIVER - not to0 commit more than one Bn and to envelope anything
it hitse The 359th will take care of the North, rear, flanks, The 358th will be
Divisionts left flanke" ; .
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358th Infantry

S ' Div FO No, 30 gave the following orders té}_ _'th'p 35{81511 Inf,

" 3. bs 356th Inf, Sk
1) Move by marching at 070800 to awsy area (overlay)e e
2) Recomoiter within Z to MOSELLE RIVIER and develope enemy resistance
‘upoy Vest bank committing not more than one Bn, VR ; : :
~ (3) Provide for the left flank securityof the Div within the Z along
the general line indicated. ’ : .
(i) Be prepared to attack on order, and in conjumction with the 357th
Inf to seize Obj's 1 and 2 and to contime the attack to the Div ObJ."

At 0020, "F'" Co was attacked by light tanks, mortars, and machine guns. This for
came from SPINECORT. At 0300, F Co reported enemy still to their front, including
infantry on trucks, going East from SPINCORT. They estimated "Several tanks" and
trucksSe : : Loy ; y it
By 0300, all units were notified of the situation. All units were also in posses
jon of the plans of the movement. 35%th Inf was making arrangements to relieve F Co s
that it would be ready to join the regiments ; ] : :

At 0405, the I & R platoon reported SPINECORT in cnemy hands and that the Germans
had captured a jeep and an armored vehicle, It seems that an enemy tank and 25 men
on a half-track had captured SPINECORT. ; ; S :
; From various sources it was learned that the germans were establishing a line -
AUDON — AUMENTAY - COUNES - FERANVILLE - VILLE APT." : = : .

Plans were now underway to leave the 2nd Bn in place until the 359th could reliev
them, At 0600, G-3 reported he would ask the CG about it. e

During the night the 90th Ren Tr was attacked and lost one jeep and an armored
car. 1t was later learned that the enemy was using these wvehicles to aggressively -
patrol our areas, 5 : s

Due to a change in orders lst Bn was ordered to attack and hold SPINECORT, others
were to remain in place and upon receipt of orders be prepared to resume attack on
original mission, : ; : A,

The 359th will follow up the 358th advance and put up road blocks =nd protection
of Div left flank, Major Lytle's Bn (lst) will hold up at check point 1 for further
orderse

At 1000, moved CP to vic of S9681S (1/2 Km SW of IANDRES, It was here that lLt,
flarke brought additional information of pending orders. Pvte Olso of the I & R plat
returned with information of the 357 and their column was at 680798, They were haltec
temporarily to fire on enemy column of horse drawn column of artillery along road run-
‘ning through 706800, At 1020, Col. Clarke returned to the CP after having given order
to 3rd Bn CO to disengage I and L Companies so as to move to South and Easte At this
time the I & R-was recalled and given mission of reconnoitering to South“and East.
357th In O reported that they were attacking BRIEY with one Bn and keeping lst Bn in 3
assy area to exploit any gains, {

fhile the 3pd Bn was fighting a battle East of LANDRES, the lst Bn motorized move
to vic of MONS to be assembled in that area., The Reg'tl CP would be at NORROY for
the night and plans were in effect to move there immediately., During all this, our
1st Bn had moved to the vic of MAIRIE with one company at the edge of the woods near
our cannon company. The 3rd Bn and 2nd Bn were near TRIEUX, Capt. Michols of the
é07th TD's stated he would put his CP near 358 CP on high ground. The CP opened at
NORROY at 2120, So we were disposed for the night with 2nd and 3rd Bns in the vic of
TRIFUX, 1lst Bn in vic of MAIRIE and the Regt'l CP at NORROY, :

At 2145, Col, Clarke dispatched It, Ridlehoover to 2nd and 3rd Bns with the fol-
lowing order: 2nd and 3rd Bns tie in for the might for an all around defense, Two
Bn's of arty are available to you for use during the night. Beprepared to resume marc
at 080700 by route TRIEUX - MONS - MERANGE - FOUNTOY & ALGRANGE, high ground SW of
VOLKRANGE (799850). 3rd Bn advance guard with 2nd @nd lst Bn one plat TD!s and one pl:
AT atchd to each. Reghb'l CP will close NORROY at 0700 and open in vic of TRIEUX, Will
follow advance Bn., Communication will be radio. Co A of 712th Tanks were told to ren
in present location and to send AfL#/A to Regt'l Hq a Ln O, The Regt'l CP guard was .
increased with proper road blocks placed at all possible points. Capt Wise was give

situation and remained at CP the rest of the night or thought he would,
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' Db, 90th Div with 5th Div on right moves East 070800 Sept to seize the

city of THIONVILLE (8685) . : . e

2. 358th Inf, with 3Llth FA Bn in direct support, moves 7 Sept to mardh .
objective BOIS DIT HECQUECHOLTZ (7287) patrols North to Div boundry and East to ey
MOSELLE RIVER within its zone and awaits further orderss s g R

For TP, route, check points, see overlay. e

OM - 1st Bn Adv Guard

' 3rd Bn ‘ ;
2nd Bn

' 3¢ ' a¢ 1lst Bn move mbz 0730 to detruckbyg area, eross IP dismounted at 0830
and move On indicated route to march objective as advance guard for the regiments
Develope any enemy found until fully comitted, Initially, outpost march objective.
- ' be 3rd Bn commence assembly from- ridgehead line at 0730, follew lst Bn
at 800 ya¥ds. Do not become involved in enemy engagement of 1st Bn without orders,
. Lo 2rd Bn commence assembly to right of Bn sector 0730, follow 3rd Bn at
800 yards as Regimental reserve, At 0800, commence flank protection to left (North)
flank of Regt by strong mtz detachments moving on roads paralell to and on the North
of Regt'l route of advance. Reports to be made from patrols to Begt'l march GP
. ‘hourly, by messemger or radio, R :
deo Cn Co, from initial positions, at detrucking area, commencing at 0800,
support the advance of the lst Bn. Move by bounds whenbeyond effective range of
advance guarde ; : ' - : ok
&e AT Co coordinate AT defences of the regiment establishing Successive
blocks along North flank of the Reg't as indicated on overlay, ¥
; fo Sv Co remain in present position until further orders.

ot

Xe (1) MTo deliver kitchen trucks to 1lst Bn prior to 0700. When 1lst Bn has
detrucked, supervise movement of motor elements of the RegBt to that point aw iding
route taken by foot troops ifpossible, ) , _

: - (2) 411 Bns retain minimum necessary transportation including vehicular.
~AA/mounts,! Remainder revert to Regt'l MPO as 1lst Bn detrucking point following
clearance of foot troopse : > ;
(3) A1l commanders demand that individals are alert, reminding all concerned
that the eneng&ction in this sector may originate from any direction. '
(L¥Halts - SOP, Necessary air and gromnd sentries to be alerted during
halbs. I¥fmarch is uninterrupted, lunch to be eaten after closing in march objective
otherwise 1150 - 1230, : iy _ :
(5) I & R platoon patrol to front and flanks of advance guard Bn. Reports
- to advance guard commander and regimental S-2, :
'ZLa. (6) Details on patrol missions following concentration in march obje ctive -
tere 5
(7) Elements of 359th Inf secure the rear of the column,

e Kitchens revert to Regt'l control in Bn area,
5e Regt!l CRwmove by bounds between 1st and 3rd Bns during halts, s
Bn CP's at head of Bn column, except lst Bn head of advance guard reserve,

CLARKE
Comdg
Nichols 7
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From 2200 on everything was serene until 3rd Bn called and asked one hou
in jump-off ‘btime to clear out their twwn of snipers (FONTOY)., At 0L400, Cols
‘called with the startling message that the Division CP, which just Southw
had been attacked by German tanks - they said one hundred Of_.-i‘:hmt _ Warned 1
1st Bn was between the two forces, Our entire CP was alerted for defence.a
tanks that were apprently heading this way. For the next two hours, it was th
of moving one battalion in the direction of the Div CP from vice of TRIEUX. Als0, :

Cannon Co was ordered to aid Div CP by moving from MATRIE to the vicinity of NORROY,
During this time, General McClain, General Weaver, and Col. Clarke held many conferences
" by telephone and the pdoyment of troops for imgediate action were discusseds b,
Helle was sent to 2nd Bn with messages vhile It. Rice ran the possible enemy positions
4o 1st Bn. At 0635, word received that Div Artillery CP was surrounded and needed help
badly. There was a tank battle over the Div CP with considerable amount of small arms
fire, We were informed that the Div CP had moved, in the meantime, to i S R

Shortly after lst Bn had received order to move, the town of MAIRIE, where the C¥
 was located, was attacked by a tank and armored column, A battlefollandﬁthtm
final count that the 1lst Bn had lnocked out three Tiger Tank ‘and 20 half-tracked
vehicless Prisoner count and enemy dead is still undetermined. At 0509, £ TD In 0,
Lt. Stone reported that the TD Co was under heavy fire (friendlY) due to enemy tank
action on the other side. : _ e % SR e

0815, Geheral Devine was at the CP with information that the artillery CB was safe
put had lost all their equipments He radioed the Div CP this informatiom. Yhile all
this action took place, the CP was watching nearly all the fight from the high ground
on which the Regt'l CP was located, The enemy tanks were not completely cleared in
the area umbil 1600, Three enemy tanks were kmocked out not more than 1000 yards iy
from the Regt'l CP. 2 v i

1010 ~3rd Bn needs 81 mm mortar ammnition. D ' i R e

1027 - The CG 90th Div states that the colum that over-ran the Div CP was headed
for BRIEY and undoubtedly merely "stumbled" in to the Div CP by accident, and obviously
unaware that they were fighting a more or less ''mon-tactical group”. Another colum
" had over-ran 1lst Bn CP which was thought to have been a Panger Brigade, =
_ 1112 and Major Lytle called and stated that they had accounted for 125 PW's,

three panther tanks, 20 persomnel carriers (armored), This is actual count, Also.
stated he was consolidating positions and mopping-ipe ? 8 S
] 1115 - One Co of Engineers going into defensive position at MARNVILLE, :

" 1150 = Capt. Campbell, Regt'l Surgeon, went to 1st Bn to evacuate both American

and German wounded, He returned shortly with 67 German wounded, He returned later agai

" with more wounded.

1315 - Col, Stilwell ordered 358th to hold one Bn in TRIEUX to comnect with 1st Bn
of 357th and protect right flank of 3%8th, Attack west with other Bn to join lst Bn.
Contimie attack to NW with both Bns to join Dull in vice of BONVILLERS, Use Engrs
to recapture Arty CP, Boundrys between regiments remain the same. o

1330 - General Weaver says we have recaptured Div Arty CP, and most all the vehicle
that were left there vhen the enemy attack came. _

1345 - L, Donohue returned with message from ond Bn that E and G Co's were in
contact with the enemy.  Enemy tanks in front of G Co, Lyble is stil consolidating
before he can move, i o : :

A1l during this action, the Regb!l OP was established in the church Belfry where
the entire surrounding country side could be seen. iney consbanely reported tanks '
and enemy action throughoub the day and aided the direction of artillery fire,

1630 - Major Lytle stated that after a more accurate count of the lst Bn Battle
for MATRIE they had knocked out L8 half-tracks, 20 of which had assault guns on them,
(about 75mm) 7 tanks, 2 dual track motorcycles, 1 turck, and this does not include
those knocked out by C CO. Major Lytle stated that Lt, Major of the 949th FA Bn de~-
serves credit for knocking out many tanks by his skilful direction of artillery tanks
between his position and the enemy vehiclese Later Lt, Henderson redeived Silver Star
for this action. 1920 - Col. Bealke reports heavy artillery fire on his positions .
including some mortar. 1930 - 2nd Bn hit by counter-attack and is in no position
to attack before dark. This was reported to G-3 by Col, Loomise

5040 ~Pii's inform us that the Germans are attacking thissector with all they have
and have already made three large scale counter-attacks against the 90th Div, They
have been feeling us out, so they state, ' :

At this time contact with 357 was nil - radio or telephone~ due to enemy resistanc

2050 - Artillery fires for the night would be plamed for the event of a counter-
attack, Interdiction in town of TRIEUX, in woods SW area of our troops, imberdiction
between 66 and 67 grid lines, also CR near ANDERNY and between Hill 335 and 82 grid.
Tnterdiction fire will be taken by Corps Arty and they will fire four times on each=-—

L O S R P
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" From 0001 to 0125 all quiet so far, CP defense JAbhbth adequates

: 0150 and 1st Bn reports everything quiets 2nd Bn reports heavy artillery fire
in their area. From 0150 to 0700 they reporte sporadi artillery falling on them,

~ Orders Were issued to bns to be prepared to ‘atback on order from Dive Everything

 quiet except for artillery fire falling 4n all battalions. French civilians re-=

~ port TRIEUX evacuated by the Germanse Dol aaltras e i g e
7. 0815 - L. Gol, Clarke ordered -Srd.--Bn-:W-qmpy:TRIHIx and report on the

civilian report that the town had been evacusted and that it had been heavily mined

by the Germanss 2nd Bn to patrol and mop-up woods that were be attacked yesterday
~ according ta plans, In addition 3rd Bn was to contach ond Bn and set-up road blocks
"~ in AUDON - BRIE road. 0929 and 3rd Bn to move to the East to the factorys Polish
civilians report the Germans have with&!a‘.m'ta}lﬁ_ﬁo;rayoﬂp,and reorganiz@s
71150 - Co C 200 yards in the woodSe No resistance, 1200 - A Co ab ST PIEERE
and met some sniper fire, 3rd Bn in PRIEUX, 1215 - CP moved from NORROY to s
TUCGEYNEIUEX, 1255 = 100 to 150 Ttalians some in uniform and some not in custody '
of 3rd Bn, Turned over to 2nd Bn so that 3rd Bn could push omle ilul0v21m By s
~ is at halt waiting for 3rd Bn to take MELLAVEILLERS, - 3rd Ba *ﬂuﬁ‘bi’-_’t_gﬂogfjiml‘:; =
1st Bn patrolling to railroad trackse _ - it R R
. 1510-3d Bn had established contacr with the enemy about checkpoint 11, i
at 17L5 1st Bn CP in Sancy. 1820 Col,. Bealke stated he mightnob be able to get .~
through the town tonights 1830 - 359th is in Audun with one company. The other En
is NW of Audin, 1st Bn is ab Malaevillers. Reg'lt CP is there also, 357th lst
2 in NEUFCHEF, "K' Co on Hill 313, 3rd Bn,-K Co in AVRIL, 2nd Bn in BRIEY,
1943 - New CP opened at TRIEUX in three houses fairly close togethers GCole
Glarke received orders from Gen. McClain to hold up till 358th moves UpP. 58th
w11 atback at 0900 with its objective ALGRANGE, e s f
2200 - Col, Bealke has taken FONTOY and is mopping upe. The town is hugeand
in a draw, 3rd Bn will secure all roads leading in and out of the towRe AT
2280 - Col, Clarke gave orders %o 3rd Bn that 3rd Bn will continue to mop .
up FONTOY and conbtimie the advance to the Bast in its zone, 23 Km East of 'ALGRANGE,
Be prepared to advance to high ground on grid 80 with 1 platoon of tanks atchde
2255 - 2100, all quiet and opders in hands of the various commanders,
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' 1st Bn = Co A, 712th Tk Bn (mimas 1 plsk) :tt.ached, eo:nmneinx eﬁe&
clear out BOIS DITHEGG]E:IOSTI. take check point 17, move to objective Ayt
(ANGEVILLERS 775892, Jbe pre pared to continue advance t'.o SE on ordsr. -

m- Regt 11 reaem, remain in prasenb position, prepgred t.o mrma &
FO on orders, : :

d Bn - 1 platoon Go 712th Tk Bn tmd &T mim platoon atohd, g e
0800 complete mopping-up FONTOY, continue advance to E to ob;}edsive B {7658-9}_:' .

on orders, prepa.rad to adfance bo SE, “ ; i
Cn Co - conbmue present mission direct support. 'of 1st Bn, e o

AT Co - 1 plat each to lst and 3rd Bn, & plat in mobile reserve. Mine
platoon atchd 3rd Bn at 0700, T

go B 6071-.11 TD Bn - in direct support - no change. ‘

Co A 712th Tk Bn leave 1 plabwith 3rd Bn., Remainder oi‘ Co atchd to 1st Bn,
Co report to G0 Llst Bn in 1st Bn area 0730, - 1 plat to 3rd Bn 0800. ;

Eth FA Bn and supporting Corps krty direct supporte
Clarke
Comdg

Nichols
S=3
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10 Sept ks

0001 to 0730 all quiet except for art
0135 - 1st Bn reached the ID and r
blockse e el o e
. 080D - Attack jumped-off with 1st Ba, 3rd
FONTOY, Blocks consisted of steel rails and mine
~ oppoeition, FONTOY is in a large cup with ¢ 1£8 -
mines found there, 0950 — and Gen, McClain advises
until 359th closes on us, We do not wish © 50
3Cokh maskery A dh L i D e e
- 77" 1000 Road block cleared and 3rd Bn movinge

1050 - 357th moving in direction of UCKANGE. 359%h moving withou
‘using tanks to gredt advambage. ST e T e

"81125 - & reinforced company was left at check poimt 17 by the 1st
 game time, Col. Clarke ordered 2nd Bn to West side of FONI'OY, 2nd .and 3rd
FONTOY., Regb'l CP at FONTOY closed at 1L00, gr el e F g
G-3 reported 357th firing on VOLKRANGE and moving broops %o MARSPICH and that

the 359th has AUMETZ encircleds - : : s . T R
" “9i,20 - Ist Bn meported passing through part of the Maginot Line close
1530 - Col. Bealke called, wanting to take town of ALGRANGE and was order
recomoiter draw and patrol beyond but not to go over in force, A These orders.
changed at 1700 for him to attack and secure Objective 2, At 1750, 3rd Bn was
route to Objective 2 and the lst Bn had Bbeen shelled. 1lst Bn had then recéi

+to pull the reinforced company "A" to their Bn area. R G e
At 1935, 3rd Bn was through the town of ALGRANGE and trying to take
ground just to the Bast. Engrs were having trouble from Mortar fire in fi
huge crater in the road, The crater was hindering the supply route and wa:
under fire. LR e o T B
1940 - Col, Bealke called for Ln Plane to check for artillery and mortar posit
of the enemy. On hill East of Algrange, these positions were surmised to be locate
Col. Bealke also manted reinformements to guard supply line to the West, A company
from 2nd Bn, "E® Co, was sent to accomplish this missions Lt FRant R o
Col, Clarke ordered the following for the 11th after receiving verbal orders from
Div: 1st Bn stand fast, wupply and rearm tanks in ‘the morning., 2nd Bn, "E" Co, stands
fast on mission of guarding MSR of 3rd Bn., 3rd Bn attack 0800 on to No, 2, Ilooks
like right outfit of 357th will help you. ILytle has been conspicuous with noartillery
_fire from the enemy for the past hour. tn Co - same mission, AT Co - same mission, -
‘Tanks = be prepared to send 1 plut with lst and 37d Bn's at 0645. TD = no change, 3'
2140 ~ Col, Bealke at CP and says enemy is throwing everything at 3rd Bn, He
just ‘can't meke it and will hold %il daylighte B Co over-ran enemy dug~-in positions,
took no prisoners and were very glad B .Co was guarding that supply line tothe 3rd Bn.
Col. Bealke will receive heavy artillery support to sweep the entire fronmt of the 3rd

Bn, _ : :

2110 - to 2400 - Plans were being diispabehed to units, Artillery fire fallinge
3hth FA and atchd artillery giving heavy support to 3rd Bn, Engrs still trying to
£i11 that crater in the road whi extends from the bottom of the ditech to the wall
of the factory and it is impossible for amy vehicle to get around it. Ammo and food
taken to 3rd Bn. Col. Clarke reporting to Div on the 3rd Bn situation, 357th would
aid 3rd Bn if they needed it in the morning. And reports of considerahle enemy move-
ment_ from North to South, end this rather full day of activily. : ' :

Div "Field Message No. 3" for operations on 10 Sept 194); is as follows _(eu:oe;fét)__a

35_8th Inf, #th Co A, 712th Tk Bn atchds

a. Attack st 0800 to seize Obj 2. o o
b, Be prepared to comtinue attack to Obje. 1 on order
c. 357th Inf prepared to assist 358th Inf in the capture of Obj 2.
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5ﬂth Infmtry
12 Sept 194k,

F.‘ 0.- Hol 23 : g (s
' mpss France 1/100‘,000 (Neuicirchen Sheet)

' le ae Enemy still holds 300-ya.rd bridgelread eons:!.sting of barricadeo and
AT defences West of MOSEL!E RIVER at'. ’I'HIONVIILE. g 2

2._.' No change.

i 151’.311(1&33%BsbtdndtaEndBn)mpnpthﬁpaﬂonofo{[mm
West. of ’Eﬁe river exclusive of enemy bridgehead (now contained by 2nd Bn)e ;
bs 2nd Bn, with present attchmts plus Co B 358th Inf, oontim present
mission to capture that porition of THIONVILLE, West of MOSELLE RIVER
3.,_ 3rd Bn remain in present locations as Regt'l Reserve,
Gn Coy from present positions, support 2nd Bn and fire on targets of
opport-unﬂ:-y on East bank of MOSELLE RIVER,
@¢ AT Co contimue present atbchmts Mine platoon assist 2nd Bn in removal
of demol'ﬂziona found in THIONVILLE,
.f. 34l FA Bn in direct support of 2nd Bn.

ke TIssued sepprately. - e
Se No change,
LY ‘ s c R
: 5 _mg
Officials _ !
Nichols -
S5=3 : 3 i
LYy
& i %
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' :  9OTHFINF DIV
. VIC ANGEVILEERS :
 FIELD MESSAGE NO, 5
T0 €O 358TH INFANTRY.

1. The following units atchd to your ommand immediatelys i

- 3L4lith FA Bn i e
345th FA Ba Mo : - '
Co B 315th Engr Bn ]
1 Plat Co A, 1 Plat Co D, 712th Tnk Bn
Co B, 607th TD Bn, ; :
2, Effective at once, you will assume responsibllity for that portion of the Div
2" from Garche (888897} o Richmont (860768) E o the MOSELLE RIVER, o

MISSTON: To prevent enemy crossing the MOSELLE R within Z indicated maintainirg
_contaet with L3rd Cav Sq on the N and on the S with the 90th Ren Tr,

3. The 3rd Bn 358th will be held in position as Div Res and is not to be used by you
without prior approval from this Hqe :

L. The bulk of your force will be kept in the vic, or W of THIONVILLE, 1 Rifle Co
reinforced as deemed necessary will occupy UCKANGE, Similarly, a garrison will be
. placed in the vic of GARCHE, The river line is to be actively patrolled day and nite.

MC CLAIN

GOmdg .

STILWELL
-3

SECRET
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 Sept 19Lh

Fo 0_._ Noe 2!"
Maps: France 1/100,000

1, 8. Issued s ately.
B, 90th Div (=) moves to vic of METZ.

2, 358th Inf with the following abbachmentss:
' 34lsth FA Bn
345th FA Bn
Co B 315th Eng Bn _
1 Plat Co A, 1 Plat Co D, Tl2th Tk Bn e
Assumes responsibility for that portion of the Div zone from GARCHE at G
(888897) to RICHMONT (860768) East to the MOSELLE RIVER, to prevent enemy cwossing
the MOSELLE RIVER within zone indicated, maintaining contact on the North with
Li3rd Cav Squadron and on the South with the 90th Ren Trpe

3. a, lst Bn will move to area NW of THIONVILLE so as to deepen the defences
of the 2nd Bn. Will be prepared to move in any direction to accomplish Regt'l

missions i ] : iy
be 2nd Bn (=) will prevent the enemy fromc rossing the MOSELIE at THIONVILLE,
T4 will maintain foot and motor patrols by day and night along the river line be- .
tween GARCHE (888897 and RICHMONT (860768). One rifle company reinforced by one .
platoon 358th AT Co and one section heavy machine guns placed vic of GARCHE, One
rifle company reinforced bK one platoon 358th AT Co and one section of heavy machine
guns occupy UCKANGE (850794)s : e
_ Ce 3rd Bn will remain in present positions as Div reserve, maintain liaison
with Div and Regte :
de Cn Co in direct support of 2nd Bn (=) from positions West of THIONVILLE,
e, AT Co - one platoon to defend in vic GARCHE, 1 plat to defend the Wwie
of UCKANGE, 1 platoon West THIONVILLE £6 d&fer West of town and act as mobile reserw
£, Arty - 3Llith FA Bn be prepared to place defensive fires between GARCHE
and THIONVILLE both inclusive with supplementary missions of taking over or rein-
forcing 3lhi5th FA Bn sector,
3L,5th FA Bn be prepared to place defensive fire between THIONVILIE
 and RICHMONT both inclusive with supplementary mission of taking over or reinforcing
3L)ith ¥A Bn sectors g
ge Co B 607th TD Bns
1) 1 plat vic of lst Bn to fire SE to cover THIONVILLE,
2) 1 plat vie of 3rd Bn to fire NE to cover THIONVILLE, !
3) 1 plat vic THIONVILLE, '
h, 1 Plat Co A, 1 plat Co D 7T12th Tk Bn remain in present location vieinity
(828858) as Regh!l reserve,
i, Co B 315th Engr Bn move to assembly area vic of 358th Inf CP, complete
clearing Toad blocks in THIONVILIE, assist 2nd Bn in preparing river line defences.
jo I & R plat make initial contact with l3rd Cav Squadron to North and 90th
Ren Trp to the South,

o No change,

5 No change,

CLARKE
Officials SHIPE Comig
Capt, hss't S=3
DISTRIBUTION:
T I= on . AT Co
1 G=3 1 607 TD Bn
1 5-3 1 712th Tk Bn

1l Cn Co
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11 Sept 194k ;« é HISTORY _ ook 'Bth_xnfgntry

0100 - 0545 Everything quiet so far was the report given to Div every hour, Arty
fire of extremely high caliber fell on the Regt'l zone 8ll night, s |

: At 0715 G2 gave us the information that the 5th AD was being attacked by tanks
and infantry of an undetermined strength at UBOLS. I Co patrols have been on obj :
2 and had not been fired on by machine guns as they were last night, They did nobt
patrol the woods. K Co patrols have not yet been heard from All this information

- was given G-3 by plane,

0830 - 3rd Bn reported they were on he midge that they could see and could not
take last night. 0835 brought the news that we were to have aid from an air corps
bombing mission and that We were to go no further North than RONCHERVILLERS down to

‘check point 25 (77569%3 and South to grid line 88 through SAN MICHEL into THIONVILLE,
i J

Air Corps to bomb 84783, 8193, 86493k between 1000 and 1600. 2nd Bn no further tham
objective 2 today. This information was given by phone to all sub-ordimates unitsi
"7 0905 - General Weaver believes that the delaying action being fought by the enemy
is to allow the bulk of the forces to fall back to a fortified line just where he =
doesn't know., He also advises that the enemy is breaking-up into small groups and -
that we should keep our trains and supply units button-ed up so as to protect our

flank and rear.

- 1050 = Regt'l CP to move to draw where "E" Co was last night and the 2nd Bn to

move East of FONTOY. 357th would like to fire in front of 3rd Bn sector as soon as

357th relieves lst Bn and will secure objective 1, : ‘ i
- 1100 = 3rd Bn has taken objective 2 at 1Ul5 and L Co was securing South side of

1300 - 357th disposed with the 1lst Bn at HAYANGE, 3#d Bn patrols in UCKANGE,
2nd Bn patrols to river at FLORANGE, , e .
1315 - Division orders lst Bn to secure objective, 13 establish an OP on objectir
2, As a result of this order 1 company of tanks went to lst Bn to aid their movement.
1410 - The commmiecations and new CP had been selected in MILVANGE (schoolhouse)
and for the Engineers to clear 3 blown overhead railroad bridges on the MSR, In the
meantime, Lt, Donohue reported the 35%th moving to ANGEVILLERS, BUSCHARGE, ESCH,
DUDELANGE, BETTENBOURG, POMPIERRE reported clear of enemyes : S :
1513 - 357th 1lst Bn had occupied the hil North of HAYANGE, 2nd Bn patrolled to
UCKANGE, FLORANGE reported it clear. 3rd Bn to RICHMONT to UCKANGE., CP of 358th -
closed at MILVANGE (776837) at 1830, 1750 - Capt Shipe and It, Rice were dispatched
to MARSPICH to check on 357th company. Reported that they were the first Americans
to enter the town.  There are some germans at TERVILLE however and civilians report

2,000 germens at THIONVILLE.

_\ (7
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mrsToRY ‘ 358th Inf,

12 Sept 19kl

| 0001 - 0630 Quiet during the night except for artillery fire falling in 358th sector.

A1l outposts reported during the night that frack vehicles could be heard moving from
West to East. All information was diseminated during the night and relayed to Div Hge
' 1st Bn fired considerable artillery until 0200 vhen it thren asked for harassing and

interdiction fires.

: 0730 2nd Bn jumped off in its attack and reported several very loud explosions
thought it could have been bridges or commmications being blown. 0820 and 1st Bn on
its objective and 2nd Bn is closing in ab check point 2, 0830 - artillery reported
bridges blown in THIONVILLE and one still in tact. It is a belief of Lt, Martin of
' the 315th Engrs, that the germans are using emcessive amounts of explosives because
of the huge amount of un-exploded material they found. 0912 - 2nd Bn attacking as
rapidly as possible to secure remaining intact bridge at THIONVILIE, 1lst Bnis to
secure their positions and support by fire the attack of the ond Bn on THIONVILIE, :
The tanks will be attached to the 2nd Bn for their assault on THIONVILLE, -2 reports
an unestimated amount of tanks and infantry moving to meet "E# Gos e
118 - Regt'l CP closed at VOLKRANGE and little did we know or believe that this
was to be our "home" for over two weeks} Tanks reported at MANON and 2nd Bn was warne
of an impending tank attack., 1200 to 1800 2nd Bn assaulted the town from the SE by
driving E Co straight through the town to a point 500 yards south of the main bridge.
F and G Co's then assaulted the town from the West to Easte Heavy small arms fire, wil
heavy artillery, road blocks well defended, plus mines, booby traps, and demolitions
‘hampered the advance of the 2nd Bn., An air mission was asked for on the East side of
_the river in THIONVILLE, Dive bombers would bomb and strafe enemy escape routes across
the East side of the MOSELLE, Enemy column reparted to be moving into woods, across
the river, at 8878L0. 359th was occupying and securing ETAIN for the night, = _
71730 = 3rd Bn ws to attack and mop up TERVILLE, It, Espinosa, our French In O,
' reparted TERVILE clear. e g s e -
1910 - Major Schulz called and stated that the resistance was in the center of town,
2027 and verbal orders were received from General McClain to clean up THIONVILLE in
the morning. Co B of the lst Bn is attached to the 2nd and the lsb will mop up
THTONVIILE Bomorrow as directed by the General., The one company will report to the
ond Bn tonight, remainder of lst will stand fast for tonighte
2055 - 3rd Bn closed-in area dnd I Co was sent to TERVILLE to occupy 2nd secure il
Hov.
2092 Orders confirming verbal orders earlier were received. All units buttoned-
up for the night. ' !

\‘\a :
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_lg-jSept Toui

03¢ - B Co reported ‘in positions, : : - - _
‘ 383? - 0728 A1 quiet eqc%ep‘t- for small arms fire and heavy artillery from other
 side of the river, = LR A oA ) : S A R
0856 - Fighter bomber mission on East side of the MOSELLE ab 09%00. 1lst Bnom .
the move to mop up THIONVILLE, . 1420 - Col, Clarke returned to CP with orders from =
General McClain to cross river at two pointse s

1430 = to 18L0 Plans recomaisance for river crossing were being made, Intensive
,studies were made and all those prexent were quite concerned about the river crossings
No one at the CP thought a great deal of the plan and it was better thought to cross
the river north of THIONVILLE. The plan was to cross at two points North and South
in the outskirts of THIONVILLE, After crossing they would have been on an island be-
 gween 2 canal and the river, Just beyond were many reilroad tracks and mo place what-
soever to dig An. 1906 - Col. Clarke left for Div to meet with the Genaralr‘ i
2110 - After much plaming and disecussion the plan was postponed for 24 hours so a:
to allow for a more detailed plan of attacke A bR A 0f i
2300 - Indications that we would be pulled out of this sector or hold present
positions of a defensive natures ' AR e e R A

1l Sept 9Lk v _ i
0001 - 0720 All quiet save an excessive amount of artillery fire falling in the
358th sectors The 3¥d Bn reported and was later verified that the germans had and was
using a three gun battery. - _ 0 W PSS A SO 0
0850 = Div order arrived at CP and called for 356th to prevent enegy from crossing
piver between GARCHE to RICHMONT (See order and overlay) 3rd Bn was to remain in their
present location at AUX CHENES as Div reserve, W i = T e G
1015 - Orders from Col. Clarke to increase civilian aid for S-2 information. Genm..
lleaver, as Div reppesentative, was to remain in our CP, Everyone ‘was busily engaged in
effecting the relief necessary. and pubfing up ensive positions throughout the rest
of the daye it ket : : Rt
2345 - 3rd Bn was ordered by Div to move to Vic of ST MARIE AUX CHENES at 0700
15 Sept Ll as division reserve. This lessened our strength econsiderably.
2),00 - All plans completed and 3rd Bn was ready to move at 0700

15 Sept 19hk | ' . A

0001 to 0630 - All cuiebt except for contimal enermy active patrols and arty
fire., Throughout the rest of the day, lst Bn was preparing coordinated defensive
plans with 2nd Bn. 2nd Bn busily engaged in improving positions and bettering com=.
munications. Capt. Wise and his Cn Co were busy trying to put the guns of the Maginot
Line into action. Only one battery of Med, Arty was left now and only one platoon -
of Engrs remained. Thus, our strength has been cut considerably. The l3rd Cav reporte
often of their activities to the North as well as did the 90th Ren Tp report their
activities on the South. The Engineers worked rapidly in clearing out unexploded
demolitions and mines from THIONVILLE. Bridge reported to be badly damaged. <
tensive plans are being made for patrols to cross the river in the vic of GARCHE and
UCKANGE, Late in the day the guns of the Maginot Line,as manned by our Cannon Co
men, boomed out once again against the Germans on the East side of the Moselle River
as they did in the Free France days of 1939, All throughout the day and night heavy
artillery fell in TElII’OWIILE and around the forts on the Maginot line, ;

16 Sept 194k

All day and night heavy artillery fire and mortar fire landed in THIONVILIE,
Several civilians were reported as casualties. B Co of the Engrs contimued to clean
up demolitions. - Newspaper men were here to take pictures of Cannon Co mamning the
forts of the Maginet Line. A patrol of the lst Bn is to cross the river tonight with
the aid of three recon boats. During oup stay Col. Clarke issued orders to unit cO's
to get men and equipment cleaned-up, Transportation will be checked carefully and
moving pictures will be shown. . Ackel, SS0, has also set up Christmas Shopping
Service, and showers have been arranged by 1t, Pyes, But with all these "side lights'
of war, the men will be always on the alert for an attack from the Basgh side of the
MOSELLE river.
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ind so to the "Residential Sections.” Thesestrests were carpetedl. Durable

" rope end febric carpets of abtrective Gesigns Yen the length of thess four foot

plete with hengersi), night tables and bookcsses = these wers made of solid osk end

il e e its ore moetiy kmotty pina. i fumitife mie MRctiG S T
nolal Beds, with excellent springs - tsbles, cebinets, dressers, werd-robes (com-

wide streets. m,rm,ot: these streets, were also carpeted.

ot with neils or glue, bub with woodan pegs. “Ho
e

meple, end were held together, n alls or glue, buy WART
e ivs and @ivens Wers seated and backed with cain and fiber. ALl Tooms

with attractive flor end table end desk laxps, and rediators for stesm heatl No Seandn

furniture wes there that could possibly be dsmaged by dampness — and there was

ebsolutely no dampness ~ enothar exemple of excellent engineering.

Almost every room had its own bathroom. Same of the bathrooms ware finer than T
our finest hotels et homel Completely 4iled floors, wells - end tubsl The “public"

beths were slso tiled end e uipped with the most modern fixtures. iThe very best

glass wes used thwoughout for mirrors.

These “Residentiel fuubimn Sections® stretchsd for miles (or so it seemed), In
some instences, these rocums were on & different level, but for the most part, Block
"H" was levels : : : _ e -

' Along the main streets, there wera inconspicious little ‘arch-ways, with foot
wide steel ladders, soms going straight up, others breeking the ascent with tiny

"~ "jandings®. Five stories - streight up - and the gun turrets. There were, of

course, other meens of reaching the turrets.

The big guns, of course, were elsctrically operated. They arve hydraueially

11£4ed to esired position, then fire, and then hide away sgain. There wére em-

ergency emplacements thers, also, for other guns, %o fire in any il

futa Bloik wab interocmmnissting with othes forts by Sumsal odd %7 gaic.
Thousends of soldiers and tons of equipment could be ghifted all over the lime
without confusion or having to ever leave this fabulous fastnsss - @ vastness sC

_great that neither of the two great empires that had owned it could not use it to
_eny sdventegel

Ite great dypamos, its superv radio connsctions, its inconcisvable amount of
equipment - all to no avail - but the feat of engimering, the planning and the
labor of man that made this Line an actuality, ghould, end will, go down in all
time history as a credit to the great nation that built it. :

' _ Perscnsl
And now to the 358's Rmmmmummk History of the Fort.

This fort wes found by members of the 1st Bn and Capt. Wise, our Canmon Co.
Gommsnder, Oept Wise and his company goon had the south pert of the fory in operat-
iom and fired some 1500 rounds from the 8 gons foundl The lst Bn loaned Capt Wise
about 30 men so as tO augment his men power, because hs had to man both the fort and
his own company gunse A few days later and Capt Wise had the north pert of the
fort in operationi Now he had 16 guns in elll Dlore men were losned to him by Major
Lytle, lst Bn GO, After firing all 16 guns for two days, Capt Wise thought 1t best
that he only operate the north 8 guns. During this stage of 16 guns and then 8, his
battle weary "fort commando® s® had fired 3000 rounds. Vord was at last received from
Zrd Army to continue firing, but alas, "Bleck Charlie’s" and his "fort commando's"
were out of projectilest During this time the 24 Em had been relieved by lst bn
on the river front and Capt wise had to train a riew gun crew for his fort. Major



368 Infemtry

Verdun m
ﬁo--;&gfﬁu. 1t m found out that uiun :
ha m tenat luwcrd to pull bamu __

;Byi-’thas rlrina 1111. never be oouuta& ‘because of poor obn:zration. k.

""mﬂdbntdmmtﬁtmm&mlrrimwm&a then go out = é
mtﬂ.ation weg very pooxr., No ons &ould f£ix the electric vm:tilatu- &
oy were mich too buaw ﬂring!
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17 Sept 19kl

£ o

. During the early morning hours Bns reported the results of their patrols. .

~ 2nd Bn reported that an enemy patrol (number undetermined) had crossed the

- South Bridge (RR) at THIONVILLE, Otherwise, all was quiet throughout the nhght,

~_1st Bn reported that on their patrol, one man was wounded, three men were '

- missing and that all their boabs had been sunk. The men had to swim back. The
‘enemy had used flares and had shot mortars, arty, a 50 mm tank gun and MG's at ==
them, The patrol had encountered some twenty germans at the RRb ridge across the

At 0300 2nd Bn reported enemy digging in across the river from Co G. At 0700
enemy planes were flying over the 358th area. An enemy patrol was scattered in

- Co F area by rifle fire, / : P e :

A% 1015, the Engrs, less one plat, (which stayed with us) reverted to Diwv

control, . G : : I e

liaison with adjacent and friendly sroops was kept. Exchange of information

was constant. Recon of roads was made regularly. : e

At 1305, 1st Bn had 'seven more guns, under the direction of Capt. Wise, Cn Co _

Commander, : b ]

With the idea to make the Germans think we are bringing in reinforcements, h A

was decided to have the artillery fire some white phosphorous at 2200 and then = 3

move some TD btrack vehicles around in the area immediately across the river from =

the Germans, P '

_ By 18L0, Cannon Co reported it had fired 150 rds from the Maginot Line this
day, making a total of 1000, : - - '

- The CP was informed at 1840, that the 357 was to make a night advance right up
to the pill boxes and in the morning atbtack them with faame-throwers and "every-

thing else", The 359 was to” support the attack by fire, 4

Pi's gave pertinent information about defense across the river,
At 2010, B Co reported flares over their company area, g

- At 2200 an enemy codumn was reported proceeding South along East bank of the

MOSELLE, : - : _

At 22"'5ﬁ the "smoke deal! was called off.

S s By S R o A T R R e L
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At 0038, 2nd Bn was notified of a Div report, that enemy tanks had crossed the
bridge at 87572L, and that the artillery was firing on them, (The oubcome as yet
unknown). The E Co patrols were not moving out, : ;

« At 0405, Rcon reported enemy did not ceross the river, as earlier reported,

Co E patrol now reported enemy still in place - no withdrawal.,

1lst and 2nd Bn now have only three boats each, At 1020, Gen. Weaver, visisted
the CP, He was briefed on the situation. He checked on the artillery ammmnition
and foud it Yok¥, ; ;

Reports of the enemy were received by various liaison officers and other com-
nunication,

j At 1310, Lt. Col. Clarke decided that the lst Bn would relieve 2nd Bn., He was |
emphatic that the word be deliver3d other than by telephone. The idea was that the
enemy received the impression that we were getting reinforcements. The following
message was sent by Ln O to the 2nd Bn: "lst Bn moves afternoon 19 Sept to take
over sector now held by you. Initiate recon preparatory to occuipying present position
of 1lst Bn as Regt'l Res. Responsibility for defence of MOSELLE RIVER passes to s
1st Bn, 191900 Sept. Do not move your troops before dark, 19 Sept.  CO 358th Inf,

At 13L5, Gen, VWeaver arrived with plans to make river crossing onto the rail- |
road yard on the East side of the MOSELLE. Col, Clarke was not all in accord with |
the General's pban in that this would leave no protection to our troops once they
got across the-river. There was no place to dig in and the Germans would be look-
ing down their throats. It was Col, Clarke's judgment that the orossing should be
made North of THIONVILLE instead of right in the tom itself where the Germans were
undoubtedly the strongest. ; '

At 11,05, G-2 arrived and Col, (larke discussed with him the river crossing
plans of Gen, Weaver. At 1915, it was inderstood that the lst and 2nd Bn's +ould
merely "exchange" CP locations,

The nearby roads, bridges, “nd towns were reported as clear of enemy, except
for enemy observers on high ground and, in some case, in high buildings. These ob-
servers were causing no little trouble, P

The enemy continued to move South, on the other side of the river, Some were
digging-in. A4t 2000 RICHMOWT was in enemy hands, however, the Hen Tp had a listening

—_—
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~ Up b0 0625, patrols reported "all quiet", However, at 0625, 8 ~ 16 Germans crossed
the MOSELL RIVER between E and F Co's, They #ired Mi's at the OP, The enemy was mow
smoking the town of UCKANGE, By 0700, Co 'E was receiving heavy MG and Arty fire. =
They Were trying to find the enemy strength. UCKANGE was being attacked from three
sidess At 0720, Co E asked for help, Lbe Cole Glarke alerted the lst Bn to have one
company ready to move on order, He then ordered one platoon of tanks to the town,
and ordered that they take the Infantry with them on tanks. AT 0800, Co E reported
dire decreasing and visibility very ppor. Gen. McClain was now on his way to this

CP. By 0850, Co B situation was thought to be "in hand'". " The CG arrived and was of
the opinion that more Maginot Line guns would be usede : TN
At 1000 Co E reported all quiet and settled dowm again, No report on casualtiese
. Now enemy information was gathered, received and exchanged with friendly units,
ag was situations of adjacent units, The Ren troop kept the CP posted on all enemy
developments to the fromte . WA R N i o IR
" At 1330, Cn Co was notified to be on the alert, The CG, XX Corps, was on his
way to inspect the guns of the Maginot Line - _ : : :
The results of last night's artillery fire was still unknown, due to poor visi=
bidity. The Ren reported villages that were now cleared of the enemy and also reported
small fire fights with patrols. : : ok
At 1535, Gen, Weawer left the CP, R o
By 2300, both 1lst and 2nd Bns were all ngl osed -in', They reported to Capte. Shipe
that all was quiet, Co E had not as yet closed in, however, A
s Capt Shipe now notified Div, at 2345, that except for sporadic firing, all was
20 =26 Sept 19hL HISTORY 358th Infantry - > °

During this period the Regiment sat still, ' 1t made, and effected, extensive plans
for defense, for patrolling and for outposting of the MOSELLE RIVER against any pos- - |
sible attack by armor or infantry from the East side of the river, Fatrols were sent
across the river and gathered valuable information, The Ren troops contributed great-—
1y to the fund of enemy information that was constantly pouring in. Close contact was
kept with all friendly units by liaison. Close comtact, by patrol, was maintained
throughout the Regh'l zone, Plans to combat the enemy, in any situation that might
arise, were drawn up and all personnel was_completely briefeds On the 20th of Sept,
an VP Co was formed within the regimente It. Rines, formerly of Service Co., headed '
the new Company. During this period the Regimenmtal Commander arranged,' through g
August Acke, SSO, fo™a "Christmas Tour! throughout the Regiment., This afforded the
men thHe opportunity to select and'send home gifts, St

At every opportunity, and without interfering with duty, men were able to see
first run motion pictures and take hot sho‘ers. The Red Cross, through field director
Mro. C. He Shrout, brought forward a club-mobile.

The FFI, during this period was very active and very helpful. Most of the time,
however, they acted upon their own orders. Civilians gave many helpful reportse The
artillery continued firing at designated targets. The FFI presented a real problem,
however, as they wore non-descript "uniforms", carried German Weapons and were not re-
cosnizable at night by our outpost guards or patrolse . s A

Plans were made to dismantle and destroy the Maginot Line Guns in the even of an
attack by the enemy in which we would have to withdraw behind these guns. The FFI
was to evacuate their wounded and process their PW's through us, Men were instructed
on "flam-throwsrs', . _ :

At 1200, 22 Sept, Gen. Patton arrived at the CP. The Regt'l Comdr, It, Col. Clarke
gave Gen Patton our complete situation, The General stated the enemy to our front
out-numbered us but their egiipment was pathetic. The General remained for dinner
and was presenfed, the Regt'l Comdrs, Lt, Col, Clarke, with a Gestapo Dagger, in-
seribed "To General Patton", from the 358th Inf, The General and Lt Col, Clarke
later left to inspect the Maginot Line gupss The General and Lt, Col. Clarke later
left to inspect the Maginot Line guns. \
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i The Regimenb, d:ur:l.ng this period, pla;red a mcst important defensive role, It
was "right on' the river, and wag the center of many hostile towns.

 Uhile a night patrol from "A" Co,, 1st Bn, was under fire and their boats des-
troyed, two enlisted men, on the other side of ther iver, became separated and ,strahded.

- They remained there for four days and nights without food, water or even, cu.garﬁttes. =
These men could not swin. On the fourth night, Major Iytel, CO, lst Bn, and an errlis-bed.f
men, went to their rescue. [nder enemy observation and fire, they set out, crossed the .
river, and rescued the meni :

~ On the 23d Sept u-.. Hammock and Sgt Fields, "G" Co, were k:!.lled when m arblllery i

barrage hit the ¢ 3

At 0005, 2h Sept., a patrol of the lst Bn, one officer and six EM crossed the.
river and encmmtered mich enemy strengbh. The officer, It. Wells was muncied and died
the next mor : ;

' By 1815, ﬁ Sept, the 7th AD wi.thdrew across the Moselle River.

: At 1?50, 25 Sept, the G-3 arrived at the CP, He stated that two Bns uould move
tomorrow and one the next day, Arrangements were now made for these moves and a.l‘l.
units were informed, ol 4

At 2020, 25: Sept, enemy planes circled over the lst Bn area. 1st Bn now had . '
flares, one minute ones, dropped over them, Patrols (enenv) were also in their area.
The enemy seemed to be concentrating their efforts in the vic of "B" Co. However,
no damage was done, and by midnight, all was reported as "quiet",

On the day of the 26th 8ept., officers of the unit to relieve us inspected the
area and were briefed on the activities we had encountered while we were theres

By 1830, 26 Sept, units were all instructed on the forthecoming move,

It was now decided to have the Regimental CP at Vionville, south of Mars La Tour.

The 358th Infantry was now ready for the movement.

e
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i

0001 0 0635, all quiet except for plenty of of air activity inclusis
~and friendly aircraft. Spasmodic artilkry was also reported, Capt,

~ported that the Cav had completed the relief during the night and the 1 3
'eady to move on to ST MARTE AUX CHENES, 2nd Bn crossed the IP on tim
~all units save Co B 607th TD Bn, Capt. Wichols
- could not get off the hill due to mud and rain, H OWever cross
- two hours later, The move wWent well and all battalions closed in ‘their
good time, Regimental GF closed in at 1110 while 1st Bn closed in the:
2nd Bn closed in at 1845 and 3rd Bn closed in at 1600, Co B 315th Med Bn cl
at 1530, AT 5nd Cn Co's closed at 1100, 3Lkth FA bn in and ready to fire _
. MP guides and Service Go closed at 2050. (See movement order and orwerlay).
At 1345, Coldnel Clarke acting upon verbal orders told 3rd Bn to sead one
pany to GRAVELOT o contact 359th Inf. They would relieve F Co of the 359th : :
tom, The relief was not to take place wtil after dark., The tom was wnder close
cbservation by the enemy and had been dropping in sporadic artillery fire on the
tom, The company was to be reinforced if 3rd Bn thought it necessary. L, Co was |
the company selected by Lt, Col, Bealke as the one to occupy GRAVELOT, L, Co closed
in at 2315, Remainder of the night quiet except for an occasional German plane fly-
ing re® nnaisance over head, 5 : g ity S b LD

28 and 29 September 19h) HISTORY - 358th Infamtry

During these two days, we were impressed again by the might from continued at-
~ dbacks by day of the METZ fortifications to the Southeast of the Regimental CP.
It ran the "aily Mail" to the Eastern fortresses of Germany along the METZ line,
We could see from our area general vwhere the bombs were falling but not the exact
location. Several Germans planes were reported in the area, Work and plans continued
on our attack of Fortress Metz., While training in reduction of fortified positions |
continued, Col, Clarke's orders of clean-up, still stood and disciplinary dpainin '
as well as technical training was added to the training day. During the 1u¥l, fee
ing and clothing had importance of the traintpg.Weather has been very poory i
. The Staff was very busy with its normal cathcing with necessary paper work wi '_
the officers and men were busy training, During these days, 359th beat off two
counter-attacks and our "L'" Co assisted on both, ! : :
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_ falling in § Co area near GRAVEIOTE, Division was in

: The hutments that were being built for the 2nd Bn
with a few trucks loaded with maberials coming in durir
_wish of Cole Clarek to get the 2nd Bn out of the
- During the night several rounds of friendly
 three men and killing one. After a thovoug
. friendly TD's were firing in the wrong sect

five coming from their front near the woods

_ ing us that the 358th less all attachments was on L one hot
XTT Corps. We were to get B1 QM trucks. Capb Shipe and Col. Claxl
all the details of the move and phoned orders to the subordinate un
of march was to have lst Bn, 2nd bn and 3rd bn with Cn, Hq,-AT, b IV
between lst and 2nd Bn, MP's would act as road guides and AT ould have on
platoon with each battalion. It wasn't until the next day that the alert was
‘To sumnarize the action for September quickly — From 1 Sept to Iy Sept !
we remained at a bridge head defensive ared around REIMS,  On Sept 5 we moved to
ST HIIAIRE LE GRANDE by foot-march. On 6 Sept 19hk, 358th moved to a bridgehead
defensive Bast of VERDUN, On 7, 8,9, 10, 11 and 12 Sept 19hk, 358th fought it
: way from BARINCOURT to the West bank of the MOSELLE river taking such towns as
°  SPINECOURT, MONF, NORROY, MAIRY, FONTOY, ALGRANGE, HAYANGE, MARSPICH, VOLKGANGE
. MiTANGE, NEIDER, GARCHE, MSNON and TERVILLE and the West side “of THIONVILIE,
From the 13th to the 26th we stayed as a defensive unityvith the frd Bn as Div
vic of ST MARIE AUX CHENES, on the West bank of the MOSELLE RIVER to prevent the
enemy from crossing the river from the Bast. 1st and 2nd Bns were alternating
on the outpost duty after having taken the torm of THIONVILLE. 27 th of Sept.,
and we moved to VIONVILLE andvicinitye 1st Bn put in Div Res a& ST MARTE AUX CH
L Co pub in GRAVELOT to secure that town, having relieve elements of the 359th.
28, 29, 30th we remained in position with orders to be prepared to move in any
direction at any time to protect even the XX Corps zone, As it stands-and turne
out we were even part of the Third Army Reserve. G 22 ot




